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Arran is now proud to be a UNESCO Global Geopark!  This was announced 
in April 2025 - but what does it mean? Well, our remarkable geology has 
shaped dramatic landscapes, created habitats rich in wildlife, and nurtured 
a unique microclimate that makes our local produce truly outstanding. But 
more than that, it’s been home to the people of Arran, the Arranachs, for 
thousands of years. We are only stewards of this incredible place, and we 
all share the responsibility of keeping it safe for future generations. Being a 
UNESCO Global Geopark means we all recognise the value of our fabulous 
island environment. Find out more here: www.arran-geopark.org.uk

Part of that is to encourage responsible tourism, and we ask that you help 
us to care for our environment during your visit: leave only footprints, 
take away lasting memories, and if you’d like to do even more, consider 
supporting The Arran Trust, our visitor gifting charity. Through donations 
and fundraising, the Trust helps community groups improve paths, protect 
habitats, and fund conservation projects, ensuring the places you love on 
Arran remain beautiful for years to come. Look out for collection points, 
sponsored products, or become a Friend of the Arran Trust at  
www.arrantrust.org 

Wherever you go, whatever you do, we know you’ll really get to feel,  
and enjoy your island time in no time - Arran welcomes you! 
 

Sheila Gilmore 
Chief Executive, VisitArran

welcome
... a warm Arran welcome to the 15th 

edition of the VisitArran magazine!  

VisitArran brings our island businesses and community 
together, and we want to offer you the very best of 
Arranology – giving you an experience that balances 
sustainability, quality, and a true sense of place. On Arran, 
our community, environment, and economy are equally 
valued, so that residents, visitors, and the island itself all 
benefit.

This Island Guide is just the beginning of your journey. 
We hope it inspires you to plan, explore, and make the 
most of your time on our beautiful island. You might just 
visit for a day, or you might stay for weeks, but almost 
everyone returns to enjoy more of their special island-
time. We hope you’ll become - if you’re not already - one 
of our many returning friends.

 

© Sarah Hardwick

ARRAN TIME
your time

http://www.arrantrust.org 
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getting about
Arran couldn’t be easier to get to – on a map of 
Scotland, we’re first on the left across the border!

Unless you have your own yacht, most people sail 
with CalMac Ferries into Brodick. In 2026 & 2027 
ferries should be running to Brodick from both 
Ardrossan and Troon in Ayrshire, unless the former 
is getting a wee facelift. Both ports are close to 
Glasgow International and Glasgow Prestwick 
airports, so you’ll be island-bound in no time. 
Summer sailings can be busy though, so it’s worth 
booking ahead at www.calmac.co.uk/en-gb#

Not bringing the car? No bother! Hop on the train 
at Glasgow Central and in under an hour you’ll be 

stepping off at Troon (where you can get a free 
shuttle to the ferry terminal) or Ardrossan Harbour, 
ready to walk straight onto the ferry. From city 
centre to island, you can be here in less than two 
hours - easy peasy!

If you’re travelling from the north or west, the 
Lochranza-Claonaig ferry is a cracking wee 
30-minute crossing to Argyll. And here’s a local 
tip - keep your eyes on the water while you sail. 
Dolphins, porpoises, and sometimes even a minke 
whale like to put on a show. Not a bad way to start 
your island adventure…!

getting to Arran
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by air
From Glasgow International (GLA), a shuttle bus will 
take you straight to Paisley Gilmour Street rail station. 
From there, trains connect to the ferry terminals 
at Ardrossan (right at the Harbour itself) or Troon, 
(which has a shuttle bus link to the port). Taxis are 
also affordable and easy to grab if you prefer.

Flying into Glasgow Prestwick Airport? You’re 
in luck - the airport has its own train station, with 
services to Troon and to Kilwinning (where you can 
switch for Ardrossan Harbour).            

by train
Glasgow is well connected by train to most parts of 
the UK, so getting to Arran is simple no matter which 
direction you’re coming from. There’s a direct and 
frequent service from Glasgow Central to Ayrshire, 
linking up with the ferry terminals at Ardrossan and 
Troon. For train times and ticket information, check 
out www.scotrail.co.uk

You can also plan your entire journey around 
Scotland on public transport with the handy 
Traveline Scotland journey planner:  
www.travelinescotland.com/journey-planner

by car
Driving to Arran is straightforward, too. From 
London, take the M6/M74 to Glasgow, then 
the M8/A737  or M77/A77 to Ardrossan or Troon 
respectively. Don’t forget - if you’re bringing 
your car on the ferry to Brodick, you must book in 
advance with CalMac.

Typical drive times to Ardrossan Harbour:

	 London – about 7.5 hours

	 Birmingham – about 5.5 hours

	 Manchester – about 4.5 hours

	 Edinburgh – about 2 hours

	 Glasgow – about 45 minutes

	 Inverness – about 4 hours

once you’re here…
Getting around Arran is part of the fun!  Buses are a 
great way to see the island. Three main routes (322, 
323, and 324) run return journeys and generally line 
up with ferry times at Brodick. Timetables and more 
info are available at Stagecoach West Scotland.

If you prefer more freedom, car hire is a great 
option. Or, why not book a personal tour guide? 
Pre-booked taxis and private hires can pick you up 
almost anywhere on the island, drop you off where 
you like, and can offer guided tours. Wheelchair-
accessible taxis are also available.
Some accommodation providers can help with 
transport to and from Brodick Pier. And if you’re 
bringing an electric car, there are charging points in 
Brodick and at various businesses across the island – 
check Zap-Map Isle of Arran for locations.
Biking around Arran is a fantastic way to explore and 
really feel the island. Bike hire is available in Brodick, 
and if you’d like a little extra help, e-bikes are on 
offer too.  

cars and garages *also sell fuel
Arran Motors  
car hire, taxi, tours and private hire  T: 01770 700345
Mogabout Safari - coastal road & forest safari
T: 07799 555287 
The Pier Garage (Brodick)* T: 01770 302839 
Bay Garage (Whiting Bay) * T: 01770 700345 
Blackwaterfoot Garage*  T: 01770 860277 
MBS, Whiting Bay *  T: 01770 700202

service providers
Arran Banner - our local paper - see their
What’s On for events!   
T: 01770 302142
Arran Estate Agents - come and join us!  
T: 01770 302310
Arran Haulage - for all your delivery needs, and 
much more  T: 01770 302777
Arran Vets -surgery is in Brodick    
T: 01770 302511 
Heather Lodge – holistic therapies  
T: 01770 302827
Jas Campbell & Co - solicitors & estate agents   
T: 01770 302027 
Simply Housekeeping - holiday home 
housekeeping agency   T: 07368 342650 
Sarah Pomfret - family celebrant   
T: 07590 832993 
Studio Softbox - photography & media  
T: 07752 942803 

Check our Adventure Providers  
(page 27) for more details.

https://www.stagecoachbus.com/promos-and-offers/west-scotland/visit-arran-by-bus
https://www.zap-map.com/charge-points/isle-of-arran
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arran: an island 
in balance
From rolling hills and dramatic peaks to sandy 
beaches and hidden coves, Arran has something 
for everyone. But Arran isn’t just about scenery. It’s 
an ‘island in balance’: Environment, Community, 
Economy. We want you to really ‘feel’ our island, 
and we want to offer a genuine and authentic island 
experience. VisitArran’s mantra is if something is good 
for the community, it will be good for the resident; 
if it’s good for the resident, then we know it will be 
good for our visitors.

Whether you’re climbing Goatfell, strolling along 
Blackwaterfoot Beach, or simply soaking up the 
views (and perhaps sampling a wee dram of whisky), 
our landscapes are sure to captivate. This landscape 
also supports our world-class local produce. From 
cosy cafés to bustling restaurants, you’ll find fresh, 
local ingredients in every bite - and don’t miss our 
luxurious toiletries and candles, perfect for a bit of 
pampering! Check our Retail and Arran’s Food 
Journey (pages 49 & 54) for the best  
local treats.

Arran’s community spirit is just as warm as its scenery. 
From sheepdog trials to school fairs and village 
events, there’s always something happening - and 
locals love to welcome visitors of all ages. Make a 
community event one of your ‘must-dos’, and don’t 
be afraid to ask a local for advice if you’re wondering 
where to go or what to do!

Nature lovers are also in for a treat. Arran is home 
to Scotland’s Big Five: red deer, golden eagles, 
common seals, otters, and the cutest wee red 
squirrels. And if you’re bringing your own animal 
friend, many of our partners are pet-friendly and 
accessible, and VisitArran businesses participate in our 
annual pet audits. Check out our Pets on Hols  
(page 23).

Welcome to Scotland’s island gem! 

Adventure seekers will also find plenty to do: gorge 
walking, cycling, kayaking, abseiling, quad biking, 
horse riding, golfing, and hill walking - with trails 
suitable for all abilities. See our Outdoor (page 26) for 
more info. And of course, after all that adventuring 
you might relax in one of our mobile saunas, or 
with a holistic wellnesss treatment, or simply chill in 
accommodation that meets your every need; from 
simple campsites to luxury retreats, we have it all.

Everything comes back to Arranology - the magic of 
our island’s geology, wildlife, produce, and culture. 
As a UNESCO Global Geopark, Arran’s landscapes 
and microclimate have sustained life and industry for 
generations- and yes, you may even spot palm trees 
alongside snowy hills, thanks to the Gulf Stream!

So why not plan your next holiday here? Look for the 
VisitArran logo at partner businesses to guarantee 
a quality experience. Adventure, relaxation, 
and unforgettable memories await - come and 
experience the magic of Arran for yourself!

Really ‘feel’ our island, we want to offer a 
genuine and authentic island experience.

© Paul Kay

© Sarah Hardwick



if you have longer...
Arran offers the perfect balance of adventure, 
relaxation, and local culture.

•	 Start your stay by taking a gentle stroll around 
your village base to get your bearings, and enjoy 
a welcome meal featuring local Arran produce - 
perhaps fresh seafood or a filled roll from the local 
bakery.

•	 Spend some time exploring further, wandering 
the coastal paths and up into the forestry trails to 
soak up the island views, or discover the shops and 
cafés in the neighbouring village. 

•	 For the more adventurous, Arran has plenty to 
offer. Cycle off-road, kayak along the coast, quad 
bike on the hills or go horse riding. Walkers can 
explore forestry tracks or ridge trails, keeping an 
eye out for the island’s flora and fauna!

•	 Head north to Lochranza to explore the historic 
Lochranza Castle and perhaps visit Hutton’s 
Unconformity.

•	 Don’t miss the many standing stones or chambered 
cairns that offer a glimpse of the island’s prehistoric 
past. The beaches, glens and lochs also provide 
peaceful spots for a stroll or picnic.

•	 Discover the west coast and its sandy coves. Enjoy 
short strolls or cycle routes for dramatic cliff and 
sea views, and drop in at a local hostelry for a light 
refreshment – or two!

•	 Immerse yourself in the island’s vibrant community. 
Visit local craft shops, galleries, and farmers’ 
markets. Take part in a pub quiz, or you might take 
part in a workshop or tasting to learn more about 
Arran’s food, drink, and crafts.

•	 Finish your stay with some leisure time, revisiting 
your favourite pub or trail, enjoying a relaxed 
lunch with local produce, and picking up souvenirs 
before heading back on the ferry.

Och, how can we select just a few things for you 
to do, when there’s so much available?! We know 
that you’ll make your own Arran adventures, so 
be sure to share them with us on our social media 
channels @VisitArran - we love to see and share 
your experiences! ! 

in or out of season…
Arran has something to offer no matter what season 
you choose to visit!

Spring - March, April, May – The island wakes 
up fresh from the winter dearth! Flowers bloom, 
wildlife is busy, and farm animals are starting their 
new families. Keep a safe distance and remember 
to keep dogs on leads around livestock and nesting 
birds.

Summer - June, July, August - Our hills and gardens 
are a riot of colour with purple heather and vibrant 
flowers. Perfect for trying new activities or joining 
outdoor events. Wildlife is plentiful, and furry friends 
should stay on leads.

Autumn - Sept, Oct, Nov - Arran turns golden! The 
hills glow with russet and orange, the crowds thin, 
and you can enjoy peaceful walks and crisp autumn 
air. October often brings surprisingly warm days – 
perfect for exploring.

Winter - Dec, Jan, Feb – Snow-dusted hills, quiet 
beaches, and magical landscapes make winter a 
special time to visit. Some businesses may close in 
January for a refresh, so check ahead to plan your 
adventures.

a perfect day on arran
Morning: Scenic Start

Goatfell or a Coastal Walk - If you’re up for a 
challenge, a short hike on just part of Goatfell gives 
incredible views. Allow 5 hours if you do decide to 
go all the way up, and be sure and tell someone 
you’re going and when you expect to be back! If 
you prefer something gentler, try a stroll along one 
of the villages and take in the coastline, or head up 
one of the many forest trails.

Wildlife Spotting - Keep your eyes peeled for red 
deer, seals, or even a golden eagle while exploring. 
Check out the woodlands for little red squirrels, or 
perhaps catch an otter on the shore! Rapters are 
prevalent on the hills, and the seashore is literally alive 
with seabirds!

Late Morning: Local Flavours

Grab a coffee and a delicious cake at the local bakers 
or one of Arran’s many cafés, or maybe pick up some 
rolls, Arran cheese, chocolate, whisky, or beer and 
make up your own picnic.

Afternoon: Adventure or Relaxation

Outdoor Activities - Kayaking, cycling, horse riding, 
or perhaps a round of golf – Arran has options for 
every level. Many trails are accessible for families or 
beginners, and the local providers offer excellent 
tuition.

Cultural Stop - Visit one of Arran’s many historical 
sites, such as Arran Heritage Museum, Torrylinn Cairn 
or just explore villages for local crafts, markets, and 
our community in action.

Late Afternoon: Scenic Cycle

Cycle around parts of the island on the coastal 
roads, stopping for photos at Lochranza Castle or, 
Auchengallon Stone Circles, or one of the many 
other viewpoints.

Evening: Dinner & Sunset

Dinner - Enjoy dinner at a local restaurant or pub, 
tasting Arran produce before heading back home.

Sunset - Catch the sunset behind Arran from the 
ferry, for the perfect end to your day.

Tips for a Day Trip

Ferry - Catch an early ferry from the mainland to 
maximize your time, and check bus timetables if 
you’re relying on public transport - the 322, 323, and 
324 buses connect most main spots.

Photography - Bring a camera and binoculars for 
wildlife spotting!

Scran - Have a locally made sandwich or soup 
somewhere for your lunch, and buy local souvenirs 
to remind you of your day out.

Guided Tour - Soak up every drop of Arran magic, 
and hop on a guided tour, led by local experts  
who'll reveal the secrets of Arran's flora, fauna, 
history, and culture.
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ARRAN BIKE HIRE

At Arran Bike Hire we provide good 
quality hybrid, electric and kids bikes. We 
are located a short stroll from the ferry 
terminal between The Shore House and 
Arran Active.  

Arran Bike Hire 
Shore Road, Brodick, KA27 8AJ
T: 07951 342274 
E: arranbikehire@gmail.com
www.arranbikehire.com

Immerse yourself in the island's vibrant 
community. Visit local craft shops, galleries, 
and farmers' markets. 
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Kildonan Fun Week 
FACEBOOK: Kildonan Hall

Whiting Bay Fun Week 
FACEBOOK: Whiting Bay & District Improvements

Summer Farmers’ Market 
FACEBOOK: Arran Farmers Market Bellevue

Feis Arainn - Ceilidh  
VISIT: www.feisarainn.com

Children’s Day, Arran Heritage Museum 
VISIT: www.arranmuseum.co.uk 

august
Arran Open Studios, Around Arran  
VISIT: www.arranopenstudios.com

Arran International Festival 
VISIT: www.arraninternationalfestival.com

Lamlash Golf Club Open Weekend 
VISIT: www.lamlashgolfclub.com

Arran Farmers Show, Lamlash 
FACEBOOK: Arran Show

Brodick Highland Games 
FACEBOOK: Brodick Highland Games

Tractor Show, Arran Heritage Museum 
VISIT: www.arranmuseum.co.uk

Blackwaterfoot Beer Festival  
VISIT: www.bw-kinlochhotel.co.uk

McLellan Festival 
VISIT: www.arrantheatreandarts.co.uk

september
McLellan Festival (Aug – Sept) 
VISIT: www.arrantheatreandarts.co.uk

Lamlash Splash  
CONTACT: anngartconner@yahoo.co.uk

Autumn Farmers Market 
FACEBOOK: Arran Farmers Market Bellevue

october
Holiday Workshops – various

Halloween parties – check locally

november
Bonfires & Fireworks – island-wide

ShopArran 
FACEBOOK: Shop Arran

december
Christmas Farmers Market  
FACEBOOK: Arran Farmers Market Bellevue

Arran Pantomime 
FACEBOOK: Isle of Arran Drama Association

Christmas Concerts – island-wide

Things to do on Arran!

From cosy village coffee mornings and pub 
quizzes to international hill races and even conker 
championships, Arran’s events are as diverse as the 
island itself! We do our best to keep the VisitArran 
website updated, but not every event makes it 
online. For the latest on fêtes, dances, community 
fundraisers, concerts, craft fairs, farmers’ markets, 
cookery competitions, and more, the Arran Banner’s 
‘What’s On’ pages are your best bet.

Our community loves to come together – and 
fundraising is something we do brilliantly. Check out 
our Village page 21 to see community life in action. 
Don’t be surprised if a simple cake sale tempts you 
into buying tombola tickets and heading home with 
an armful of home made jams… that’s the  
Arran Effect!

You’ll find some of our key events listed here, but 
as this Island Guide spans two years, we haven’t 
included fixed dates. Instead, keep an eye on our 
website, social media, and local posters for  
up-to-date details.

january
Burns Suppers – Island Wide

february
One Act Drama Festival,  
Lamlash Community Theatre 
FACEBOOK: Isle of Arran Drama Association	

march
Isle of Arran Music Festival  
FACEBOOK: Isle of Arran Music Festival

april
Rat Race Ultra Tour of Arran 
VISIT: www.ratrace.com/ultra-tour-of-arran
Isle of Arran Ormidale 10k, Ormidale Pavillion 
FACEBOOK: Arran Runners

Spring Farmer’s Market 
FACEBOOK: Arran Farmers Market Bellevue

may
Arran Rock N Blues Festival    
VISIT:  www.arranrockandbluesfest.com

Arran Mountain Festival  
VISIT:  www.arranmountainfestival.co.uk

Goatfell Hill Race, Ormidale Pavilion    
VISIT:  www.sientries.co.uk

june
Arran Folk Festival  
FACEBOOK: Arran Folk Festival

Arran Rugby 7s  
FACEBOOK: Arran Rugby Club

Craft Day at Arran Heritage Museum 
VISIT:  www.arranmuseum.co.uk

Arran Skiff Regatta 
VISIT: www.arrancoastalrowing.co.uk

Malt and Music Festival 
VISIT: www.arranwhisky.com

Arran (Shiskine Valley) Half Marathon & Glen 
Rosa Horshoe Trail Race 
FACEBOOK: Arran Runners for both

july
Arran’s Classic Motorbike Show  
at Arran Heritage Museum 
VISIT: www.arranmuseum.co.uk

what’s on 2026-27

© Gray Walker
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From lively pubs to cosy community halls,  
there’s always something going on, and you’ll  
often find locals organising events, markets, or even 
cutting hedges!

Pop into a pub, join a village event, or simply stop for 
a chat - it’s the best way to meet islanders and enjoy 
the craic. Wherever you go, you’ll find that warm 
Arran welcome waiting.

Brodick is the lively heart of Arran and the first stop 
for visitors arriving by ferry from Ayrshire. It’s full of 
welcoming cafés, shops, and restaurants - perfect for 
a coffee, a bite to eat, or a bit of local shopping. With 
sandy beaches, stunning views, and easy access to 
Goatfell, the Heritage Museum and Brodick Castle, it’s 
a brilliant place to start your island adventure.

Lamlash is a lovely, laid-back village, with a beautiful 
bay and calm, sparkling waters. Stroll along the 
waterfront, check out boats in the bay, or pop into 
cosy cafés, local shops, and friendly restaurants. From 
here, you can explore the Marine Discovery Centre, 
visit Holy Isle, wander scenic coastal paths, or just 
relax and soak up the village’s warm, welcoming vibe

Whiting Bay spreads south from Sandbraes, with 
a lovely beach and stunning sea views. Wander 
along the promenade, and browse the small shops. 
With nearby walking trails and a relaxed, friendly 
atmosphere, it’s the perfect spot to unwind and take 
in island life. From here, you can access the scenic 
Glanashdale Falls and the Giants' Graves. 

Kildonan is a peaceful village at Arran’s southern tip, 
with beautiful views of the tiny Isle of Pladda. The 
shores are often visited by seals and otters, and Silver 
Sands is a favourite beach. Nearby, Kilmory is home 
to the island’s newest whisky distillery at Lagg and 
a quiet, stunning beach – not to be confused with 
Cleats Shore, our nudist beach! Heading north along 
the west coast, you’ll pass the charming wee clachans 
of Sliddery and Corriecravie, eventually reaching 
the scenic Shiskine Valley. This area forms the island’s 
farming heart, with rolling pastures meeting dramatic 
sea cliffs.

Blackwaterfoot is the largest village on the on the 
island’s west side, and has so much to enjoy! Beautiful 

beaches, great accommodation, riding stables, 
a famous 12-hole links golf course, tennis courts, 
and charming local shops make it a perfect spot to 
explore. You can even take a scenic walk along the 
shoreline to King’s Caves.

A little further along, the spread-out community of 
Machrie may be small, but it’s rich in history. Don’t 
miss the Standing Stones on Machrie Moor, the lesser-
known Auchengallon stones, and the Druid Stone 
at the Old Byre. There’s also a lovely circuitous forest 
and cliff walk that leads down to King’s Caves.

Heading north, you’ll reach Pirnmill, the village 
closest to mainland Kintyre. The sunsets over 
Kilbrannan Sound here are breathtaking. Next 
is Catacol, a quaint village famous for its Twelve 
Apostles, also called The Row.

Finally, you’ll come to Lochranza, home to the ferry 
to Kintyre, the Lochranza Distillery (the older sister 
of Lagg Distillery), and Lochranza Castle, which is 
definitely worth a visit. From here, adventurous 
walkers can take the Coastal Way to Sannox, one of 
two twin villages (the other being Corrie) that share a 
village hall, golf course, and strong community spirit. 
And keep an eye out for the famous seal perched on 
the rock at Corrie!

For those people who enjoy attending organised 
events, we have a wide variety. Many are annual and 
most are community-led, meaning you get a real 
flavour of the island! If you're in the mood for some 
peace and quiet, take yourself on a walk off the 
beaten track, perhaps up some of the forest  
trails (be sure and take account of any felling 
signage) or up one of the quieter glens or stunning 
beaches? Whatever your preference is, we've got 
you covered!

A wee reminder when you’re out exploring, that 
Arran’s roads aren’t quite like the mainland! Surfaces 
can be bumpy, sheep, deer or cattle might be 
around the next bend, and with views this stunning 
it’s easy to get distracted. Remember, Arran is a 
working island: farmers move livestock, and buses 
keep to tight schedules. If you see a bus or tractor, 
please pull in and let them pass - it keeps things 
safe and avoids any tailbacks. A little patience and 
friendliness goes a long way to making the roads 
happy for everyone!

Arran is also home to a variety of warm 
and welcoming churches across different 
denominations. Some services are held  
in traditional kirks, while others take place in village 
halls or more unusual settings. To find out service 
times and locations, check the Arran Banner for the 
latest details.
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villages
Arran doesn’t have any towns - just 
a string of welcoming villages, some 
small and some larger, but each with 
its own unique character and charm.

Arran truly has something for everyone 

Many events are annual and most are 
community-led, meaning you get a real 
flavour of the island!

Massage , Reflexology, Yoga, 
Sound Therapy, Physio, 
Psychological Therapies,  
and more. See website.



Arran is packed with activities the whole family will 
love! From stunning beaches and spacious glens to 
secret forest libraries, there’s plenty to keep everyone 
entertained. Try horse riding, kayaking, alpaca  
trekking, highland cow grooming, tennis, or farm 
tours. Build sandcastles, go crabbing, search for 
dinosaur footprints, or take a refreshing swim and 
discover the sea’s secrets. Maybe even have a 
photoshoot to mark your family holiday!

Top family-friendly attractions include Brodick Castle, 
the Arran Heritage Museum, the Marine Discovery 
Centre, and The Playbarn at Auchrannie. And if a 
little rain appears? Don’t worry – it’s just fairy rain! 
Occasionally big fairies make an appearance too, 
adding a touch of magic to the island! 

A quick heads-up: when dining in pubs, licensing 
laws mean children may need to leave by a certain 
time.
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family fun
If you’re looking for a family-friendly 
destination, Arran is the perfect spot 
for you!  

Arran Alpacas 
T: 01770 465095
Arran Heritage 
Museum  
T: 01770 302636
Auchrannie 
Leisure & Playbarn 
T: 01770 302234
COAST Marine 
Discovery Centre 
T: 01770 600656
Bellevue Farm 
Tours 
T: 01770 860251
Brodick Castle   
T: 01770 302202
Cairnhouse Stables 
T: 01770 860466
Kinloch Leisure 
T: 01770 860444

Mini Golf  
T: 01770 302272
North Sannox 
Pony Trekking 
T: 01770 810222
Old Byre Visitor 
Centre  
T: 01770 840227 
Shiskine Golf & 
Tennis 
T: 01770 860226
Ursula Kelly Family 
Photoshoots 
T: 07752 942803
The Parks Disc 
Golf  
Just turn up with a 
frisbee and play!
The Playbarn  
T: 01770 302234

 www.visitarran.com 23

The island is very dog-friendly, with a wide choice of 
pet-friendly accommodation, along with restaurants, 
cafés, and bars where dogs can relax, often with 
fresh water and the occasional doggy treat.

To make sure everyone has a good experience, 
please note that some eateries may offer designated 
seating areas for guests with dogs.

Arran’s beautiful landscapes are ideal for long dog 
walks and outdoor adventures, and the island is also 
well suited to horse riding, with livery available by 
arrangement. While exploring, we kindly ask that 
dogs are kept on a lead around livestock. Even the 
best-behaved dog can be tempted to chase when 
sheep are nearby.

We want you, your family, and your pets to have 
the best possible time on Arran. Following the 
Scottish Outdoor Access Code will help you enjoy 
the countryside responsibly, with useful guidance to 
protect wildlife, livestock, and the special places that 
make Arran such a wonderful destination. 
www.outdooraccess-scotland.scot

If you're planning to take your furry friend to the 
beach, just a wee reminder to keep them on a lead 
from April to July to protect our ground-nesting 
birds. And after your walk, don't forget to give your 
pup a quick check for ticks. Hopefully, you won't 
need it, but just in case, here's the number for  
Arran Vets: 01770 302511. 

You can find out more details through our Pet Audit 
on the downloads page of our website:  
www.visitarran.com/plan-your-trip/useful-
downloads

pets on hols!    
Planning the family holiday to Arran? Great news - you can now bring your 
furry friends along, and they too can enjoy an Arran welcome!

where to 
play...

© Bellevue Farm Tours © Rachel Huyton 

pup treats...
Arran Dog Baker   T: 01770 465095



Our island boasts breathtaking landscapes, from 
rolling hills to sweeping glens and stunning 
seascapes, all of which offer a dramatic setting for 
capturing those all-important photos. 

You also have plenty of options when it comes to 
choosing a venue for your party. There are bespoke 
locations designed specifically for such occasions, 
smaller village halls, and lovely hotels where catering 
services can be provided. You may even choose in-
house catering services provided by the venue. 

The best part? You don't have to worry about a thing! 
Celebrants, favours, decorations, photographers, and 
cakes can all be arranged locally so you can focus 
on enjoying your time with your loved ones. So, just 
bring yourselves and let the charm of Arran do  
the rest. 

Arran has everything you need to make your special 
day unforgettable – so come and party on Arran!

wellness
Arran’s stunning natural 
surroundings make it the 
perfect place to unwind, restore 
balance, and focus on wellbeing. 
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celebrations   
who can help you?
Arran Banner 
T: 01770 302142

Book & Card Centre 
T: 01770 302288

Harbour Shop  
T: 01770 860215

The Boathouse at Dougarie 
T: 01770 840259

Arran Gift Box Company  
T: 0788 3302021

Arran Aromatics  
T: 01770 302595

Arran Botanicals 
T: 01770 302513

Lochranza Distillery 
T: 01770 830264

Lagg Distillery 
T: 01770 870565

Sarah Pomfret - family celebrant  
T: 07590 832993

Ursula Kelly Wedding Photography 
and Video   T: 07752 942803

Be sure and check out our Retail Therapy 
page 44 for other gift ideas!

Arran is simply the best place to 
celebrate your special occasion 
with your loved ones, whether 
it’s a birthday, a wedding, or an 
anniversary! who to contact

Aspa at Auchrannie Resort 
T: 01770 302234

Green Goddess Sauna 
W: www.wildsauna.scot

Heather Lodge Holistic Therapies 
T: 01770 302827

Stonesthrow Sauna 
W: www.stonesthrowsauna.co.uk

Arran’s stunning natural surroundings make 
it the perfect place to unwind, restore 
balance, and focus on wellbeing. For 
those seeking a little extra care, the island 
offers a wide range of holistic therapies 
for mind and body, including art, sound, 
hypnotherapy, reiki, reflexology, hot stone 
massages, beauty treatments, and more. 
Local therapists can also provide support for 
emotional and social wellbeing.

For a truly unique experience, try one of 
Arran’s two mobile saunas, then take a 
refreshing dip in the island’s clear coastal 
waters. 

Pre-booking for all wellness is 
recommended, especially during 
busy periods, though some drop-in 
appointments may be available. Arran is 
full of ways to relax, recharge, and feel 
your very best, so take a deep breath…and 
remember you deserve this.

© Ursula Kelly



This fabulous island has something for everyone, 
young, young-at-heart and not-so-young! As a 
UNESCO Global Geopark, the island’s stunning 
geology has created an incredible environment to 
live, work and play. There’s endless opportunities to 
explore, and from stunning views and amazing wildlife 
to thrilling adventures, Arran has it all. Just in case our 
‘fairy rain’ catches you (remember that all our rainwater 
goes into making fabulous products), kit yourself out at 
a local shop, or discover some of our indoor. So pack 
the flip flops, and the wellies, and really get to feel our 
island by getting outdoors!

walking
Arran invites you to explore and offers a unique 
experience that you simply won't find anywhere 
else. There’s walks for everyone, offering stunning 
views and amazing wildlife that you wouldn’t see 
otherwise. 

Please remember Arran land is managed. Farming 
is an essential part of Arran's economy, and deer 
stalking helps to maintain the ecological balance 
in the mountains while providing income for 
the island’s estates, and both employ many local 
people. So follow the Scottish Outdoor Access 
Code, leaving no trace, and keep furry friends on 
leads around livestock and ground nesting birds. If 
you're heading into the hills during the deer stalking 
season, make use of the Hillphone facility – see the 
inside back cover for more details. 

As part of being a UNESCO recognised Global 
Geopark, various trails are being managed and 
we’re always looking for more volunteers. To learn 
more, check out www.arran-geopark.org.uk

Forestry & Land Scotland offers some fantastic tracks 
and trails to explore - but take care to avoid felling! 
If you have any questions or concerns, don't hesitate 
to contact the local forestry office on 01770 302218. 

The Arran Coastal Way is designated as one of 
Scotland’s Great Trails. It’s a 67-mile long path that 
showcases the diverse habitats of the island, and it’s 
marked with waymarkers featuring a gannet, so look 
out for those! Most of the paths are well-maintained 

and suitable for average walkers. However, some 
parts of the Coastal Way can be challenging. If you 
want to learn more about this path,  
www.coastalway.co.uk

To support development of Arran’s paths and trails, 
consider donating to our visitor gifting scheme, the 
Arran Trust at www.arrantrust.org

For more information on short strolls to more 
challenging hill walks visit  
www.walkhighlands.co.uk

Adventure
Arran is the perfect adventure island for those 
seeking a little excitement.  So step out of your 
comfort zone and try something new! You could 
take a leisurely kayak trip, go diving, try your hand 
at SUPing, quad bike up a hill, or go for a refreshing 
swim in loch, sea or river. You could even test your 
limits with some abseiling or canyoning!
The hills of Arran are just waiting to be explored, and 
trust us, it's well worth the effort. If you’ve not got 
the gear, Arran’s shops will make sure you are well 
kitted out! Remember to always let someone know 
where you'll be going and when you plan to return.
If you're looking to venture into the more remote 
mountainous or woodland areas of Arran, we highly 
recommend the unique Mogabout, an ultimate 
16-seater 4x4 that'll provide safe and stress-free 
access. Or, if you fancy taking the controls yourself 
off road, you could take a quad bike up above 
Shiskine Valley. Cruising around Holy Isle can get 
you close up and personal with sealife, or gallop 
along a stunning beach on horseback with the sea 
spray in your face?
No matter which adventure you choose, we 
know you'll have an amazing time on our outdoor 
adventure island!
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This fabulous island has something 
for everyone, young, young-at-
heart and not-so-young! 

outdoors

Lochranza Centre CIC   
T: 01770 830637

NTS Ranger Service  T: 01770 302462

Otter’s Tail Adventure  T: 01770 700590

who to walk with…

Arran Bike Hire     
T: 01770 302377 / 
07717 845755

Wild Food Arran   
T: 0737 6625 851

Cairnhouse Riding 
Centre    
 T: 01770 860466

COAST Arran  -  
T: 01770 600 656

Green Goddess 
Sauna  T: 07493 732445

Kayak Arran    
T: 07931 803799

Lamlash Cruises   
T: 07904 846765

Lochranza Centre    
T: 01770 830637

Mogabout    
T: 07799 555287

North Sannox  
Pony Trekking   
T: 01770 810222

NTS Ranger Service  
T: 01770 302462

Otter’s Tail 
Adventure   
T: 01770 700590

Ride Arran MTB   
T: 07961505817 

Stonesthrow Sauna   
W: www.
stonesthrowsauna.
co.uk

The Arran Quad 
Centre  
T: 07900 954347

the adventure providers... 



cycling
The  exciting new pump track at Dyemill (in Lamlash) 
was set up by Arran High School MTB Club, and this 
fantastic facility is open for all to use.  More info is on 
Facebook: Dyemill.

If you’re planning on cycling around the island with 
a group, it’s best to contact www.calmac.co.uk as 
soon as possible to reserve bike spaces, which can be 
limited on certain sailings. Download our Island Guide 
for Cyclists from our website www.visitarran.com/
plan-your-trip/useful-downloads

Bike hire, including e-bikes, is available in Brodick.  
Remember that Arran’s roads are unique with narrow, 
winding paths, challenging hills, changing road 
surfaces, steep descents, and even wild animals like 
sheep and deer, so there’s lots to keep in mind. But 
don’t worry, it’s all part of the fun, and we hope you 
enjoy your cycling adventure on Arran!

holy isle 
Just off Arran’s east coast, Holy Isle feels like a little 
world apart. A short boat trip from Lamlash brings you 
to this peaceful, car-free island where time seems to 
slow down the moment you step ashore.

Wander the paths through quiet woodland, spot 
seals lazing on the rocks, or climb gently uphill for 
cracking views back to Arran and across the Firth 
of Clyde. There’s a calm, welcoming atmosphere 
here, helped by the friendly community who look 
after the island and its wildlife – which includes wild 
Eriskay ponies, Soay sheep and Saanen goats. Bring 
sturdy shoes, a packed lunch, and a sense of curiosity. 
Whether you stay for a few hours or a full day, Holy 
Isle offers fresh air, big skies, and a rare chance to 
properly switch off.
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It's best known as a place of retreat and 
reflection, but you don't need to be  
spiritual to enjoy it.



On Arran, the sea shapes everything - from the views 
you wake up to, to the wildlife that shares our shores. 
For visitors keen to experience the island from a differ-
ent perspective, the Community of Arran Seabed Trust 
(COAST) offers a chance to explore these waters in a 
hands-on, memorable way.

For 30 years, COAST has worked at the heart of the 
island, bringing together local knowledge, science 
and community action to care for Arran’s seas. In 2008, 
COAST were proud to establish the Lamlash Bay No 
Take Zone, a small area of the bay where recreational 
and commercial fishing of marine life is prohibited. As 
COAST looks towards the next 30 years, the focus is on 
welcoming more families and visitors into that story - 
and sparking a lifelong connection with the ocean.

Aboard the RV COAST Explorer, you’re invited to step 
into the role of marine scientist for the day. This floating 
classroom takes you beyond the shoreline, where 
learning happens through doing. You’ll help catch 
plankton – the tiny creatures that support everything 
in the sea from fish to whales - from the surface, lower 
a Secchi disk to measure water clarity, and assist with 
cetacean surveys using the Hebridean Whale and Dol-
phin Trust Whale Track app - all while keeping watch 
for dolphins playing in the distance. 

One of the most memorable moments comes when 
the drop-down camera is deployed. Gathered around 
the screen, you’ll watch Arran’s seabed come into view: 
swaying sugar kelp forests, glowing pink maerl beds, 
and, if you’re lucky, the long trailing tentacles of a lion’s 
mane jellyfish drifting past. It’s a shared moment of 
discovery that stays with many visitors long after they’ve 
stepped back on land.

Back in Lamlash, the COAST Discovery Centre offers 
a welcoming place to explore where it all began, 
alongside snorkel tasters and guided sessions, creative 
activities and a varied programme of events through-
out the summer months.

COAST believe there’s an ocean explorer in everyone - 
and Arran is the perfect place to discover yours.
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coast
Community of Arran Seabed Trust

Check out what’s happening and 
support our work by visiting 
www.arrancoast.com 

© Jellyfish and Starfish by Callum Taylor 

http://www.arrancoast.com 
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The island boasts three 18-hole courses at Brodick, 
Lamlash, and Whiting Bay, two 9-hole courses at 
Machrie Bay and Corrie, an 18-tee par-3 course 
at Lochranza, and the famous 12-hole course at 
Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club, widely regarded as one 
of the most enjoyable short courses in the world.

Each course has its own character and challenge. 
Golfers can enjoy classic parkland fairways at 
Lamlash or take on traditional links golf at Brodick, 
where sea breezes and blind holes add to the test. 
Wherever you play, expect breathtaking views, 
fresh island air, and courses that are as enjoyable to 
walk as they are to play.

Most clubs offer excellent catering either on site or 
nearby, perfect for relaxing after your round. Club 
and buggy hire are available, and booking tee  
times in advance is recommended during busy 
periods. Some courses welcome dogs, and children 
can often play for free when accompanied by a 
paying adult.

For those keen to sample them all, the Arran Golf 
Pass offers discounted golf across all seven courses 
and is valid for 12 months. Information on the 
courses and Arran Golf Pass can be found here: 
www.golfonarran.com

Known as Scotland’s Golf Island, Arran is a wonderful destination for 
golfers of all abilities. With seven very different courses set among 
stunning island scenery, Arran offers memorable golf for everyone, 
from low-handicap players to those just starting out.

Golf Courses:
Brodick Golf Club 
T: 01770 302349

Corrie Golf Club   
T: 01770 810223

Lamlash Golf Club 
T: 01770 600196

Lochranza Golf  
& Campsite  
T: 01770 830273

Machrie Bay 
Golf Club 
T: 07769654966

Shiskine Golf & 
Tennis Club 
T: 01770 860226

Whiting Bay  
Golf Club  
T: 01770 700487

DID YOU KNOW?  
 ARRAN HAS SEVEN GOLF COURSES. 

WITH JUST ONE TICKET, YOU CAN PLAY 

93 HOLES OF GOLF. CHECK OUT  

WWW.GOLFONARRAN.COM  

FOR MORE DETAILS

 

golf on arran

© Ursula Kelly

http://www.golfonarran.com 
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key

at a glance
Approx driving times between villages clockwise

Brodick - Lamlash 	 10 mins

Lamlash - Whiting Bay 	 10 mins

Whiting Bay - Kildonan 	 10 mins

Kildonan - Kilmory 	 20 mins

Kilmory - Blackwaterfoot 	 20 mins

Blackwaterfoot - Machrie 	 10 mins

Machrie - Pirnmill 	 10 mins

Pirnmill - Lochranza 	 10 mins

Counterclockwise from Brodick

Brodick - Corrie 	 15 mins

Corrie - Sannox 	 5 mins

Sannox - Lochranza 	 15 mins

West-East

Blackwaterfoot - Brodick  
(via B880 String Road) 	 20 mins

From further afield

Kildonan
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The Arran Defib Project

The Arran Defib Project was started in 
2012 with the aim of getting at least one 
Community Public Access Defibrillator 
(CPAD) in every village – at the time of 
printing there’s now 22 spread across 
Arran!

CPAD’s can be found in the following 
locations

Lochranza Distillery Lochranza Ferry 
Terminal

Pirnmill Village Shop 
(in the old red telephone box)

Machrie Village Hall and tearoom 
(on the back wall)

Blackwaterfoot/Shiskine 
Shiskine Village Hall, Shiskine 
Golf Club, Kinloch Hotel, Shiskine 
Doctors Surgery

Kilmory Village Hall

Kildonan Village Hall, Seal Shore 
Campsite, and Silver Sands  
(top of the steps to the beach)

Whiting Bay Bay Wool & Crafts, 
Whiting Bay Public Toilets, 
Sandbraes 

Lamlash COAST Discovery Centre, 
Lifeboat Station

Brodick Arran Active, Ormidale 
Pavilion, Auchrannie Spa, Brodick 
Castle Visitor Centre and Arran 
Heritage Museum

Corrie and Sannox Village Hall, 
Corrie Golf Club, Sannox
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arranology
As a UNESCO Global Geopark, we invite you to 
explore the island’s unique tapestry woven from 
an extraordinary blend of geology, archaeology, 
ecology, and botany; all working together in perfect 
harmony – Arranology as we like to call it!

It's amazing to think that the spectacular mountains 
and rock formations we see today laid the foundation 
for the thriving communities that have lived here for 
thousands of years. This stunning natural environment 
is the foundation that supports Arran's diverse flora 
and fauna; creating the beautiful, interconnected 
ecosystem we cherish.

The island's history, landscape, and wildlife are all part 
of this beautiful, continuous story. It is the very soul of 
the island, and we are proud to call it home.

To delve deeper into Arran's remarkable story, visit 
the Arran Geopark hubs at the Lochranza Centre and 
the Arran Heritage Museum. You'll also find a wealth 
of knowledge shared by friendly locals. We can't wait 
for you to come and explore!

Discover the magic of Arran UNESCO Global Geopark

DID YOU 
KNOW?

ARRAN’S BIGGEST, AND MOST 

REMOTE LOCH IS LOCH TANNA.  

APPARENTLY THE WOMEN IN 

CATACOL USED TO CARRY FISH 

UP TO THE LOCH IN BUCKETS – 

WHAT A LONG WAY!

© Paul Kay

© Sarah Hardwick
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You’ll find talented local artisans in nearly every village, 
many welcoming visitors to see and buy their work 
from home. Wander the island and discover paintings, 
knitting, jewellery, felting, ceramics, and so much more!

visual arts
Taking cognisance of the important role Arran has 
played in art over the years, with many famous artists 
gathering inspiration from our island, twenty key 
locations have been identified for the island-wide 
Arran Arts Heritage Trail, a great way to celebrate 
Arran's rich cultural arts heritage.  
www.arranartsheritagetrail.com

Every August, Arran Open Studios offers a wonderful 
opportunity to meet the artists, watch them at work, 
and take home something truly special. Whether 
you’re an art lover or just curious, Arran is full of 
creativity waiting to be explored:  
www.arranopenstudios.org

Look for local artisan products and displays and  
catch live drama and music performances in local halls 
and pubs. You can usually find posters in local  
shops or check the Arran Banner for information. 
Enjoy exploring!

drama and music
Arran has a wonderfully vibrant performing arts scene! 
Despite being a small island, it’s home to some truly 
talented performers. Each spring, the Arran Drama 
Festival brings together the island’s drama clubs  
for a fun and friendly competition. It’s heartwarming 
to see the support and camaraderie shared  
between the groups, making it a highlight of the 
island’s cultural calendar.

If music is more your style, there’s loads of music 
events on Arran - Isle of Arran Music Festival offers 
classes for both school pupils and adults, and 
showcases verse speaking, singing, music, and even 
country dancing, and yes, the little ones join in too! 
The Arran Folk Festival is well established, and the 
Arran Rock n Blues Festival packs a punch too.  Arran 
even has an International Festival of Chamber Music 
& Song – so there’s something for everyone to enjoy!

Autumn brings more opportunities to enjoy 
performance arts as the McLellan Arts Festival 
celebrates the life and work of Scots playwright and 
poet Robert McLellan OBE, who lived at High Corrie, 
and based many of his works on Arran. You can hear 
some of his poetry recited by our CEO, Sheila, on the 
Geotourist Arran app.

Throughout the year, there are plenty of one-off 
performances in village halls, pubs, and at local 
events. For a full listing, check the Arran Banner,  
and for festival dates, visit our website. Come and 
enjoy some unforgettable performances on Arran 
- you’re always guaranteed a warm welcome and 
plenty of talent!

creative arran  
Arran’s stunning landscapes and vibrant colours inspire 
creativity in all forms, from drama and music to visual arts. 

Arran has a vibrant performing arts 
scene! Despite being a small island, 
Arran is home to some amazing talent. 

isle of arran artists
Just some of our talented Artists….
Angela Elliott-Walker, Artist   
W: www.angela-elliott-walker.co.uk

Arran Art Gallery  T: 01770 700250

Bay Wool & Craftsl  T: 01770 700481

Senja Brendon, Seascape Artist 
T: 01770 307331

Jess Macdonald Brass, Jewellery   
T: 07961 866255

Saltwater Gallery  T: 01770 307331

http://www.angela-elliott-walker.co.uk
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mainland  
getaways
explore argyll
Set off from Lochranza for a day trip to Argyll and 
enjoy history, charm, and stunning scenery! Stroll to 
Skipness Castle (just 3 miles from Claonaig), savour 
local seafood, explore Oban’s waterfront and shops, 
or visit Campbeltown for whisky and coastal views. 
Delicious bites and unforgettable landscapes await on 
this island-to-mainland adventure.

If you’re into cultural visits, you won’t want to miss 
Brodick Castle’s sister property of the National Trust 
for Scotland, Culzean Castle & Country Park. There’s 
also Dean Castle in Kilmarnock and Kelburn in Largs, 
plus the fabulous Scottish Maritime Museum in Irvine. 
Happy travels!

A day trip from Arran to Ayrshire also offers plenty 
to enjoy. Explore historic Ayr and Alloway, home 
of Robert Burns, stroll along sandy beaches, visit 
charming villages, or tour stately homes and gardens, 
such as Culzean Castle. Don’t miss local cafés, artisan 
shops, and stunning coastal scenery that makes 
Ayrshire perfect for a day out.

did you know?
•	 There’s only one dairy farm on Arran, 

and that provides Arran Milk, is used in 
the Arran soft cheeses and also Arran Ice 
Cream!

•	 The Wishing Well at Brodick Pier is a great 
way to support the Arran Trust! Throw in 
your coin and make a wish!

•	 There’s a tidal bath cut out of sandstone in 
Corrie - see if you can find it!  Would you 
go in it if Dr McCredy had told you to back 
in 1835?

•	 Edwin Rose, the victim of the notorious 
Goatfell Murder, is buried at Sannox 
Cemetery.  John Watson Laurie was 
convicted of the murder in 1889 but 
always plead innocence. 

•	 At the time of writing, Arran has two 
distilleries and three breweries - Arran 
Brewery, Seagate Bewery and Rock 
Brewery! 

•	 We have two VisitArran Geotourist trails 
you can access on your phone: one 
for Arran and one specifically for the 
Geopark! Check out www.geotourist.com

•	 Did you know that The Twelve Apostles 
has thirteen chimneys? Which house got 
two we wonder?

•	 The public toilets on Arran are all run 
by community volunteers. So donate a 
penny, when you spend a penny!

•	 Arran is home to all of Scotland's Big Five 
so keep an eye out for red deer, golden 
eagles, harbour seals, otters, and teeny  
wee red squirrels…and remember, we 
have no grey squirrels, foxes, moles or 
weasels on Arran.

•	 Arran has seven golf courses. With just one 
ticket, you can play 93 holes of golf.  
Check out www.golfonarran.com for 
more details.

© Dawn Marie
© Sarah Hardwick

explore ayrshire

http://geotourist.com
http://www.golfonarran.com
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shoparran

The island is full of independent outlets - artisan 
workshops, and quirky gift shops, where you can 
discover locally made treasures you won’t find 
anywhere else.  

Whether you’re looking for a unique souvenir, a 
special gift, or simply a leisurely browse,  
shopping on Arran is more than just a trip to the 
shops - it’s an immersive, personal experience where 
creativity, craftsmanship, and local charm come 
together. Take something home that will remind you 
of  your Arran-time!

Arran offers a truly unique shopping 
experience, perfect for those 
seeking something a little different.

	 Blackwaterfoot
Arran Butcher  T: 01770 860354 
Blackwaterfoot Post Office  T: 01770 860220 
Harbour Shop  T: 01770 860215 
On a Roll  T: 01770 860220 
Jess MacDonald Brass  T: 07961 866255

	 Brodick
Ad Astra  T: 01770 302400  
Angela Elliot Walker Art   T: 01770 303906 
ArCaS Charity Shop  T: 01770 302928 
Arran Active  T: 01770 302113 
Arran Brewery  T: 01770 302353 
Arran Butcher  T: 07376 614623 
Arran Cheese Shop  T: 01770 302788 
Arran Gift Box Company  T: 01770 303556 
Arran Heritage Museum  T: 01770 302636 
Arran Sense of Scotland  T: 01770 302595 
Auchrannie Shop  T: 01770 302234 
Book & Card Centre T: 01770 302288 
Driftwood  T: 01770 303556 
Inspirations of Arran  T: X 
Isle of Arran Candle Company  T: 01770 649889 
Love Arran  T: 01770 303970 
Red Door  T: 01770 303549 

Saltwater Gallery  T: 01770 307331 
Taste of Arran Shop & Mini Golf   T: 01770 302272 
The Byre at Brodick    T: 01770 840227 
Wooleys of Arran  T: 01770 302280

	 Lagg
Kilmory Hall Shop & PO  T: 01770 870345 
Lagg Distillery  T: 01770 870565

	 Lamlash 
COAST Discovery Centre  T: 01770 600656 
Island Porcelain  T: 01770 600919 
Janelles  T: 01770 600723

	 Lochranza
Lochranza Distillery T: 01770 830264

	 Machrie
Old Byre Showroom  T: 01770 840227 
The Shoe Bothy  T: 01770 860227

	 Whiting Bay
Arran Art Gallery  T: 01770 700250 
Arran Studio  T: 01770 700599 
Bay Kitchen & Stores  T: 01770 700229 
Bay Wool & Crafts  T: 01770 700481
Eco Savvy  T: 01770 700417

where to shop

Villages are full of charming shops 
selling everything from bespoke 
clothing to traditional Scottish crafts.
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	 Arran-wide
Number 16 Arran Pop 
Ups  T: 07957 423615 
The Shack & Grill 
T: 07929411484

	 Blackwaterfoot/
Shiskine 
Bellevue Farm Shed   
T: 07740 986803
Crows Nest   
T: 01770860548 
Harbourside 
Streetfood  
F: See Facebook 
Kinloch Hotel   
T: 01770 860444 
Shiskine Golf Club   
T: 01770 860777 
On A Roll Takeaway   
T: 01770 860220

	 Brodick 
Arran Botanicals Beach 
House    
T: 01770 302513 
Brambles Seafood + Grill  
T: 01770 302234 
Brodick Castle Tearoom  
T: 01770 302202 
Café Rosaburn   
T: 01770 302636 
Cruize Bar Brasserie   
T: 01770 302234 
Douglas Hotel Bistro 
T: 01770 302968 
Hunters Coffee Shop  
T: 01770 302211 
Janie’s  T: 01770 302874 
Little Rock   
T: 01770 303886 
Marias Fish & Chips   
T: 01770 302656 
Ormidale Hotel   
T: 01770 302293 
The Parlour  
T: 01770 303823 
The Wineport   
T: 01770 302101 
Two and Coo  
E: twoandcoo.arran@
gmail.com 

Wooleys of Arran 
Takeaway  
T: 01770 302280

	 Corrie
Corrie Hotel   
T: 01770 810273 
Tearoom at Corrie  
Golf Club   
T: 01770 810223 
Mara Fish Bar & Deli   
T: 01770 810226

	 Kilmory
Lagg Distillery   
T: 01770 830264 
Lagg Hotel   
T: 01770 870255

	 Lamlash
Braw Pieces   
T: 001770 411021 
Drift Inn   
T: 01770 600608 
Glenisle Bistro   
T: 01770 600559 
Lamlash Bay Hotel   
T: 01770 600844 
Old Pier Tearoom   
T: 01770 600249 
The Pierhead Tavern   
T: 01770 600418

	 Lochranza 
Lochranza Distillery  
T: 01770 830264 
Lochranza Country Inn  
T: 01770 830223 
Sandwich Station  
T: 07393 602 806 
Staggs Pavilion   
T: 01770 830600

	 Machrie 
Café Thyme  
T: 01770 840227

	 Whiting Bay 
Bay Kitchen & Stores   
T: 01770 700229 
Kai Restaurant    
F: See Facebook 
Eden Lodge   
T: 01770 700357 
The Shore  
T: 01770 700161

where to eat proud producers on 
the isle of arran...

	   Arran Brewery

	   Arran Butcher

	   Arran’s Cheese Shop

	   Arran Distillers

	   Arran Ice Cream

	   Arran Milk

	   Arran Wild Venison

	   Blackwater Bakehouse 

	   James Chocolate Shop 

	   Paterson Arran 

	   Rock Brewery 

	   Seagate Brewery 

	   Wooley’s of Arran

Arran is a paradise for food lovers, offering the very 
best of Scotland’s culinary culture with incredible local 
produce at its heart. Whether you’re a casual diner 
or a dedicated foodie, the island has something to 
delight every palate. Cozy cafés serve up home-
baked treats and freshly brewed coffee, while 
restaurants and pubs offer everything from hearty 
traditional dishes to takeaway options, perfect for 
enjoying a picnic with stunning island views.

One of the joys of Arran’s food scene is that much of 
the produce such as cheese, whisky, bread, and more 
can be taken home. Treat yourself or bring a taste of 
Arran back as a gift for friends and family - they’ll be 
sure to love it!

The island also hosts exciting foodie events 
throughout the year, including the Whisky Festival, 
Beer Festival, Farmers Markets and the Arran Festival 
of Food & Drink, offering a perfect opportunity to 
sample local specialties.

arran’s food 
journey 

To discover more about Arran’s 
delicious produce and plan your 
culinary adventures, visit  
www.arransfoodjourney.com
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	 Lamlash
Arran Shores 
T: 07795 592572 
Arran Sleep Huts/Arran Lodge 
T: 01770 600468 
Clauchlands Farm,  
Self Catering Arran 
T: 01770 600317
Dyemill Lodges* 
T: 01770 600419
Glenisle Hotel 
T: 01770 600559
Lamlash Bay Hotel 
T: 01770 600844 
Middleton’s Campsite 
E: info@middletonsarran.co.uk
Oakbank Farm* 
T: 01770 600404
Seagrass 
T: 07701 068949 
Stonewater House Vegan B&B 

T: 01770 601259 
The Shorehouse 
T: 07795592572

  Lochranza/ 
      Catacol/Pirnmill 
Butt Lodge B&B 
T: 01770 307 380 
Catacol Cottages  
W: www.cottagesonarran.co.uk 
Lochranza Campsite 
T: 01770 830273 
Lochranza Country Inn 
T: 01770 830277 
Lochranza Youth Hostel 
T: 01770 830631 
Lodge Farm 
W: www.arran-holiday.com

  Shannochie 
Shannochie & 
Kilbride Cottages 
T: 01770 820291

  Sliddery 
Far Horizons Holiday Cottages 
T: 01770 870295

   Whiting Bay/Kings Cross
Cruickshanks Boutique B&B* 
T: 01770 700190 
Glenisla 
W: www.glenisla-arran.co.uk 
Rivendell Holiday Let  
T: 07920015124  
Valhalla Holiday Cottages* 
T: 01294 471069
Viewbank Guest House 
T: 01770 700326 
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where to stay...
Arran has a choice of accommodation to suit every budget.    
Arran offers a wide variety of accommodation to suit every taste and budget. From cosy self-catering cottages 
and welcoming guesthouses to charming B&Bs, hotels, and boutique stays, there’s something for everyone. 

Whether you prefer a peaceful retreat surrounded by nature, a seaside getaway, or a central base to explore 
the island, you’ll find the perfect place to relax. Many options provide stunning views, easy access to local 
attractions, and they all offer a warm, friendly island welcome.

VisitArran also conducts an accessibility audit, so if you have accessibility difficulties and are concerned about coming on holiday please 
do check the downloads page of our website for the latest accessibility audit. You will also find more information if you want to bring 
your four legged friend on holiday on the same webpage: www.visitarran.com/plan-your-trip/useful-downloads

	 Around Arran
Arran Castaways*   
T: 07775 591325
Arran Island Cottages*   
T: 01770 302813 
Travel Chapter* 
T: 01738 456084 
Cottages on Arran*   
T: 07787 226007

	 Blackwaterfoot/ 
	 Machrie/Shiskine
Ar Fasgadh*  
T: 07585 532165
Arnloss Cottage 
T: 07806 594968
Balmichael Glamping 
T: 01770 465095
Bellevue Farm Holiday Cottages*  
T: 01770 860251
Bridgend Campsite 
T: 01770 860597
Dougarie Estate* 
T: 01770 840259
Gille Ghagaich Cottage* 
T: 07836 346902 
Greannan B&B* 
T: 01770 860220
Hamilton Cottages* 
T: 01770 860711 
Kinloch Hotel   
T: 01770 860444 
Kings Caves Glamping*  
T: 0772 095 8324 

Laighbent B&B 
T: 07505 767748 
Torbeg Farmhouse Holiday lets*   
T: 07740 399321

	 Brodick
Auchrannie Resort 
T: 01770 302234
Beach front Flat* 
W: www.beachfrontflat.co.uk
Beachside Apartment* 
T: 07976 943409
Belvedere B&B*  
T: 01770 302397
Douglas Hotel 
T: 01770 302968
Dunvegan House B&B 
T: 01770 302811
Glen Rosa Campsite 
T: 01770 302342
Hunters B&B 
T: 01770 302211
Ormidale Hotel 
T: 01770 302293
Shore Lodge Brodick Castle* 
T: 0131 458 0305 
Shorehouse* 
T: 01770 302046 
Smugglers’ Den* 
T: 01294 823652
Strathwhillan Cottage* 
T: 07747 863257
West Knowe Farm Stay 
T: 01770 302365

Woodlea 
T: 01770 303906

  Corrie
The Corrie Hotel 
T: 01770 810273 
Springtide Cottage 
T: 01770 810248

  Kildonan
Harbour Havens* 
T: 01770 820207 
Kildonan Farm Cottages* 
T: 01770 820324
Kirk at Kildonan B&B* 
T: 01770 820683 
Littlemill Holiday Cottage* 
T: 01770 820274 
Pladda Cottage* 
T: 07752 570174

  Kilmory
Clachaig & Bosolo Farm Cottages 
T: 01770 870526 
Cnocanrioch Farm Glamping 
T: 07749712800 
Kilmory Hall Bunkhouse 
T: 01770 870345  
Lagg Hotel 
T: 01770 870255
Runach Arainn Glamping Yurts 
T: 01770 870515 
Shannochie Cottages* 
T: 07595 221139

  Buy Your Own Arran Estate Agents   T: 01770  302213   Jas Campbell & Co  T: 01770 302027

* S/C - self catering

http://www.visitarran.com/plan-your-trip/useful-downloads
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STRATHWHILLAN COTTAGE

Sleeps 10 with 5 bedrooms, 5 bathrooms, 
large sitting/dining room, TV room, well 
equipped kitchen breakfast room & mature 
enclosed garden. Lovingly restored, single 
storey suitable for assisted wheelchair access. 
200m from the Douglas Hotel.

Strathwhillan Cottage, Strathwhillan Road,  
Isle of Arran KA27 8BQ

Please enquire through our website 
www.holidayhousearran.co.uk
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Dye Mill, Lamlash 

Hunters B&B, Brodick

Allandale Guest House, Brodick 

Stay in Brodick or Lamlash and explore Arran with 
loved ones. Scotland in Miniature, features northern 
mountains and lochs, southern hills and meadows, 
friendly locals, and a stunning coastline everywhere.

T: +44 (0) 7557638501
www.dyemill.co.uk

T: +44 (0) 1770 302278
www.allandalehouse.co.uk

T: +44 (0) 1770 302211
www.huntersguesthouse.co.uk

©  Angela Mayes

W: www.oakbankfarm.com 
T: 01770 600404

E: teresa@oakbankfarm.co.uk 
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Responsible tourism
Arran’s stunning landscapes, rich wildlife, and 
vibrant communities make it a special place to 
visit. To ensure that the island remains this way 
for generations to come, responsible tourism is 
essential. Visitors play a vital role in protecting the 
environment, supporting local businesses, and 
preserving Arran’s cultural heritage.

Responsible tourism means more than just 
enjoying the scenery, it involves respecting the 
island and its people. Stick to marked trails to 
avoid damaging sensitive habitats, follow the 
Scottish Outdoor Access Code, and dispose of 
litter thoughtfully. Supporting local businesses, 
from cafés and shops to accommodation 
and tour operators, helps sustain the island’s 
economy and community.

Volunteering can be another way to give back.  
This could be helping conservation projects or 
participating in a local beach clean. Even small 
actions, like keeping dogs under control around 

livestock or taking care on fragile coastal paths, 
make a big difference. The Arran Trust supports 
community groups working tirelessly to care 
for the island’s natural and historic sites; you can 
show your commitment by signing up for the 
Arran Pledge here (it’s free by the way!)  
www.arrantrust.org/the-arran-pledge

By embracing responsible tourism, we can all 
help to ensure that Arran’s beauty and heritage 
are preserved while still being accessible for 
us all to enjoy - ensuring the island remains a 
magical place for everyone. Because, at the end 
of the day, it's all about respect. If we respect 
Arran and its incredible resources, we can all 
enjoy the island even more. So help us to work 
together to preserve this amazing place for 
generations to come!

#RespectProtectEnjoy

© Caroline McIntyre

http://www.arrantrust.org/the-arran-pledge


64 www.visitarran.com 

visitarran partners
A
44	 Ad Astra
54	 Ar Fasgadh
59	 Ardura Cabin 
54	 Arnloss Cottage
26	 Arran Access Trust
9,29,34,46	 Arran Active
40,42,46,	 Arran Art Gallery
8,18,20,24	 Arran Banner
14,27	 Arran Bike Hire
	 Arran Botanical Drinks 
46,51	 Arran Brewery
46	 Arran Butcher
3,54	 Arran Castaways
38,46,52	 Arran Cheese Shop
	 Arran CVS
45,50,51	 Arran Dairies/Arran Ice 	
	 Cream
23	 Arran Dog Bakery
46	 Arran Eco Savvy
8,55,56	 Arran Estate Agents
18	 Arran Farmers Society
13	 Arran Geopark
5,13,26,38	 Arran Gift Box
33	 Arran Golf Pass
8	 Arran Haulage 
18,22,37,46	 Arran Heritage 		
	 Museum
54	 Arran Island Cottages
18	 Arran Mountain Festival
26	 Arran Outdoor 		
	 Education 
27	 Arran Quad Centre
38,46	 Arran Sense of 		
	 Scotland
20,55	 Arran Shores
54	 Arran Sleep Huts/  
	 The Arran Lodge
41	 Arran Theatre & Arts 		
	 Trust
8,23	 Arran Vets
12, 22	 Arran's Food Journey
25,54,68	 Auchrannie Resort

B
54	 Balmichael Glamping/		
22	 Arran Alpacas
8	 Bay Garage
54	 Beach Front Flat 
22,28,51	 Bellevue Farm 		
	 Cottages & Tours
54	 Belvedere Guest 		
	 House & Cottage
24	 Boathouse at Dougarie 
24,46	 Book & Card Centre
54	 Bosolo Farm Cottages
55	 Bridgend Campsite & 		
	 Cottage
33	 Brodick Golf Club
54	 Butt Lodge

 
C
22 	 Cairnhouse Stables
58	 Carrick Lodge
54	 Catacol Cottages
54	 Cnocanreoch Farm
22,30,31	 COAST   
34,50	 Corrie Golf Club
57	 Corrie Hotel
56	 Cottages on Arran
55	 Cruickshanks Boutique 	
	 B&B
 
 
D
22,27,67	 Dougarie Estate
2,51,54	 Douglas Hotel
38	 Driftwood Arran
54	 Dunvegan House
55,61	 Dyemill Lodges

F
55	 Far Horizons
26	 Forestry & Land 
	 Scotland (FLS) 

	

G
54	 Gilleghagaich Cottage
54	 Glen Rosa Campsite
54	 Glenisla
49,55	 Glenisle Hotel 
25	 Green Goddess Sauna
 
 
H
54	 Hamilton Cottages
8,21,25	 Heather Lodge
54,61	 Hunters/Allandale B&B
 
 

I
46,48	 Isle of Arran Candle 		
	 Company 
 
 
J
46	 Janelle's
8,55	 Jas Campbell, Solicitors
48	 Jess Brass jewellery

 
 
K
27 	 Kayak Arran
19	 Kildonan Hall
55	 Kilmory Hall & 		
	 Bunkhouse
54	 King Caves Glamping
51,54	 Kinloch Hotel
54	 Kirk at Kildonan B&B 		
	 and S/C

L
16,24,46,51	 Lagg Distillery
51	 Lagg Hotel & Bar
54	 Laighbent B&B
54	 Lamlash Bay Hotel
27	 Lamlash Cruises 	
33	 Lamlash Golf Club
51	 Little Rock

54	 Littlemill Holidays
51	 Lochranza Campsite & 	
	 Golf		
26,62	 Lochranza Centre CIC
51,55	 Lochranza Country Inn
17,24,46,51	 Lochranza Distillery 
55	 Lochranza Youth 		
	 Hostel
54	 Lodge Farm, Lochranza
46	 Love Arran
 
 
 
M
33,	 Machrie Bay Golf Club 	
	 & Tearoom
22	 Maol Fold
51	 Mara Fish Bar & Deli
55	 Middleton's Campsite
8,27	 Mogabout
 
 
N
22,27 	 North Sannox Pony 		
	 Trekking
9,27	 NTS Brodick Castle
51	 Number 16 Arran

 
 

O
55,61	 Oakbank Farm
22,47	 Old Byre Visitor Centre
51	 Old Pier Tearooms
6	 Otter's Tail Adventures
P
54,58	 Pladda Cottage

 
R
59	 Raven’s Gully 		
	 Glamping
46 	 Red Door 
54	 Rivendell Holiday Let
62	 Runach Arainn (Yurts)
 
 
S
38,40,41,46	Saltwater Gallery
54	 Seagrass, Lamlash
55	 Self Catering Arran 		
	 (Clauchlands)
10,55	 Shannochie Cottages
32	 Shiskine Golf & Tennis 	
	 Club
8	 Simply Housekeeping
54	 Smugglers Den
7,8	 Stagecoach Bus
25	 Stonesthrow Sauna 
55,58	 Stonewater House
54,58	 Strathwhillan Cottage
8,22	 Studio Softbox

T
46,52	 Taste of Arran
46	 Taste of Arran Shop & 		
	 Mini Golf
53	 The Drift Inn
54	 The Greannan
50	 The Ormidale Hotel
51	 The Shack and Grill
51	 The Shore
54	 The Shorehouse
51	 The Wineport
54	 Torbeg Farmhouse 		
	 Holiday lets
54	 Travel Chapter

W
54 	 West Knowe Holiday 		
	 Farm Cottages
33	 Whiting Bay Golf Club
27	 Wild Food Arran
54	 Woodlea Cottage
	 Woodside Arran CIC
46	 Wooleys of Arran 		
	 Takeaway
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Emergency:

Fire, Police, Ambulance,  
Coastguard, Mountain Rescue)	 999	

Local Police (non-emergency) 	 101

NHS 24	 111

Arran War Memorial Hospital	 01770 600777	

Dentist	 01770 601067

Doctors - Arran Medical Group 	 01770 600516

Hillphone	 01770 302363	

North Ayrshire Council 	 01770 600338

Vet 	 01770 302511

Travel:

CalMac (Brodick) 	 01770 460361	

Stagecoach Buses (Arran)	 01770 302000	

Rail Enquiries	 08457 48 49 50	
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further tourist information
If you're planning a trip to Arran, the VisitArran ferry 
information desk on the main Ayrshire – Brodick 
routes, is the perfect place to start. As well as this 
free copy of the Island Guide magazine, you can 
access plenty of information on accommodation 
providers, retailers, attractions, and activities. Grab 
some island maps and leaflets/guides to explore 
some of the island's charming villages. 

If you have any questions, don't hesitate to contact 
us, and we'll do our best to help you out. Although 
the VisitArran team is small (but perfectly formed!), 
our friendly local staff are always happy to help 
with any questions you might have about your 
holiday, and if we don’t know, we’ll probably know 
someone who will!  info@visitarran.com

visitarran board
VisitArran’s day to day 
operations are managed by a 
small staff team, who work from 
home and are supported by a 
voluntary Board of Directors.  

Directors: Rachel Armitage 
(Chair), Robbie Crawford,  
Ailsa Currie, Pippa Downing, 
Lorna Gunaydi, Tom Jessop, 
Sarah Pomfret, Chris Traill,  
Andrew Walsh and  
Lindsay Patrick

Staff: Sheila Gilmore  
(Chief Executive) and  
Katie Murchie  
(Customer Services)

VisitArran, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ

T: 01770 302043   E: info@visitarran.com   www.visitarran.com

useful numbers
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Support 
VisitArran
If you've enjoyed reading 
this guide, please consider 
contributing towards the cost.

http://info@visitarran.com
mailto:info%40visitarran.com?subject=
http://www.visitarran.com



